Answering the question:  Why are you interested in this position (or why did you apply for this position?)


You need to address this question in 3 parts or levels:

(1) Job duties –why are you excited/why do you want to do those specific job duties?  
(ex, Reference, instruction, storytimes, data analysis, metadata creation, donor research, digital asset management, processing, whichever duties are listed in the job ad.)

(2) Why are you excited to work at this specific agency/library/company/organization?  
What have you noticed about them that specifically interests you, makes you want to work there? Why and how are they special?

(3) Why are you excited to serve this particular community (geographic location, customers/patrons served?  (ages, demographics, industry customers served, etc.)


For each of these three levels,
(1) list 1-2 key points, and 
(2) possibly 1-2 specific examples to illustrate
[image: ]Where do you get these key points and examples?   Answer—do your homework (aka research) ---agency website, meeting minutes, census info for demographics, community website, etc.  Refer back to O’Hanlon Chapter 4, for more detailed instructions on doing your background research.


This answer can be ordered in two ways:  
Micro to macro:  (1) job duties – (2) info agency – (3) surrounding community/geographic area 
OR

Macro to Micro:  (1) Surrounding community/geographic area --- (2)  info agency – (3) job duties

Practice it both ways to see which feels more natural. Know which transition phrases you will use.  For example:   “In terms of the specific job duties, I …”   “I’m particularly excited about working at Tunetown Public Library because…”    “In terms of the patrons and the larger community, I…”



Sample of an answer outline:

Why I am interested in the Youth Services Librarian position at Tunetown Public Library in Tunetown, Anystate:

(I) Job Duties---

(A) The mix of duties ---outreach, plus reference, and doing programming for youth K-12 
 (I’m passionate about outreach and youth services and have tailored my experience and education to emphasize both.
(Examples:   volunteer and practicum work at multiple pl libraries and special practicum focused on PL outreach at_____).
Sources used for Research & specific examples: job ad, Tunetown PL website, My resume 

(II) Library ----

(A) I like that the Tunetown PL provides multiple programs /week for ages K-12,
(ex.) - I was intrigued by the “metals maker” series you advertised for teens, which based on the photos on your Facebook page seemed well attended.

(B) It’s clear from my research that Youth services is a priority for the Library and that the community supports the library, specifically youth services.  I want to work in a place where the work I do is valued.
(ex.) recent additions of a separate teen space and small children space

Sources used for Research & specific examples: gathered this info by reviewing Tunetown PL Website, Tunetown PL Facebook Page, TT PL Twitter feed, TT PL Instagram, Tunetown city web site, Tunetown PL strategic plan and board meeting minutes.)


(III) Tunetown ---

(A) Community of 10,000, so small enough to get to know the patrons and make connections with other community organizations to better serve our patrons. 
(ex.) Noticed that the town has its own community performing space, and a very active community events calendar.  Great opportunities for partnering.  

Sources for Research & specific examples: gathered this info by reviewing Tunetown city website and other community org web sites, US Census American factfinder at: https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml)




Create an outline for this answer (this is the page you need to submit for your assignment)

Why are you interested in this position? ( List specific position and location here.)  Then fill in the spaces that are highlighted yellow in the outline below. You can include additional examples if you want to.

I. Job duties
a.
b.
c.

Ex 1.  
Ex 2. 


II. Agency/Library /Company
a.
b.
c.

Ex 1.
Ex 2.


III. Surrounding community/geographic area
a.
b.
c.
Ex 1.
Ex 2.
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